
Message From Mustang 6
Greetings from Iraq!  I apologize for the delayed delivery of our second newsletter, but we’ve been pretty busy these past couple 
of months.  The team is  working feverishly to get all of our “systems” in place so we can work effectively with our Iraqi counter 
parts.  You should all be proud of your soldier s because everyone on the team has done an outstanding  job!  In the past two
weeks we have operated side-by-side with our Iraqi unit and both Team Mustang and the Iraqis have demonstrated incredible 
resolve and endurance as we’ve taken the fight to the insurgents in our area together.  As with most deployments, we are still 
dealing with a lot of necessary and painful administrative work that allows us to function over here.   These initial “settling in” 
pains will soon be over and we can focus the majority of our efforts on working with the Iraqis which is something we all want. 
We are already impressed with the quality and fortitude of our partner Iraqi unit as they fight a gritty enemy in a very harsh 
environment.  We refer to them as our Iraqi unit because that’s exactly who they are, our  partners in this fight.  The members of 
Team Mustang come from all corners of the Army and have different specialties, but we share a common understanding of this 
mission’s importance and the Iraqis’ willingness to fight the enemy.   This understanding should not be lost by those of you back 
home.  Those that doubt the resolve of American Soldiers and Iraqi Soldiers are sadly mistaken.  This is a tough , complex and 
long  fight  against a clever enemy that we are winning.  Again, when I say we I mean the Iraqis along with the other membersof
the coalition.  The members of Team Mustang understand this and we accept the challenge with enthusiasm and 
professionalism.   With all of this said, it also important for all of loved ones to know how much we miss, love , and respect you 
for the challenges you face in our absence.   Family and friends enduring the hardship of our absence, you have my thanks.   As I 
mentioned previously, I will do everything I can to bring us home safely and complete this very important mission.  Keep us in 
your prayers, be proud of your men, and know we are always thinking of you.

Respectfully,

MAJ Raymond Mattox, Mustang 6
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Members of team Mustang, along with our Interpreters  and IA soldiers, talking to local leaders during a recent cordon and 
search operation.

Recently one of the members of team Mustang lost a close relative.  Our hearts go out to his 

family in their time of mourning.  Please keep the members of team Mustangôs family as well as 

the soldiers themselves in your thoughts and prayers this year.



ROAD APPLE

Every issue we will attempt to award the 
prestigious Road Apple award for team 
Mustang.  Every unit in the army has a 
similar award, given to the service 
member, or members, who most 
άŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘέ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
award.  This month the Road Apple is 
being awarded to the entire crew of the 
lead HMMWV, Alpha truck crew CPT 
Keneally, CPT Rodgers, and SSG 
Hampton.  This crew distinguished 
themselves by getting their HMMWV 
stuck in a wahdi during a desert crossing 
recently, which caused the team to get 
another HMMWV stuck attempting to 
Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ 
mission by about one hour leading to the 
lengthening of an already very long and 
hot day.  Alpha truck is proud to be the 
first recipients of the Road Apple and 
look forward to the day that they get to 
award it to someone else.  Good job 
Alpha!

CURRENT EVENTS  

MAJ Mattox looks on the vehicles that were stuck in a wahdi during a recent operation in the desert.
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OPERATIONS

Since arriving in Iraq last month the 
members of team Mustang have had the 
opportunity to conduct several 
operations with our IA counterparts and 
we are impressed with their tactical 
abilities.  There are other areas that our 
Battalion needs to focus on in order to 
improve, however they certainly have a 
grasp on tactical operations.  As a team 
we are looking forward to the 
opportunity throughout the next year to 
train the BN and help them improve 
from where they are today.    



MUSTANG 7’s CORNER

Hello from Iraq!  We have finally arrived and we are all doing well.  Personally, I thought training for this mission 
would never end.  

Forward Operating Base Sykes (FOB Sykes) where we live has amenities that match or surpass those of larger 
operating bases here in Iraq.  The gymnasium and dining facility are both outstanding as are the 
weightlifting/cardio and recreation facilities.  All of which helps to take the edge off following operations with 
our Iraqi Army counterparts.

Speaking of our counterparts, I must say that I am pleasantly surprised at their level of commitment in subduing 
any and all insurgent activity in their operational area.  I have personally met with both Sergeants Major and 
their subordinate First Sergeants (1SG) and truly believe in their desires of ridding their area of responsibility of 
all enemies.  They embrace our experience and seek out our technological advances to counter the enemy 
advances where their system can not.  We, team Mustang (MiTT 2nd Bn11th Bde3rd Iraqi Army Division) are 
committed in helping our Iraqi Army battalion leaders and the battalion as a whole become more self supporting 
and combat effective during our time here, and look forward to working alongside the 2nd Battalion.

MSG Davis

MUSTANG 7

Those things, which ye have both learned

and received, and heard, and seen in me,

do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

Philippians 4:9 

3
112

CPT Gunter, team Mustangôs resident logistician, talks to our interpreters Frank and Tom at our IA compound.

Team Mustang would like to thank the Waynesville Rainbows of Waynesville, MO for their support of 

the team.  The Rainbows sent care packages to the members of team Mustang this month, and the 

contents were much appreciated.  So a big thanks to the Waynesville Rainbows!


