
Message From Mustang 6
Greetings from the Iraq!  I thought long and hard about what I should say in this version of the news letter beyond 
expressing my continued admiration and gratitude to the members of Team Mustang and the loved ones and 
friends at home.  Everyone who reads this should understand that you, our families and friends, mean more to us 
than I could ever say.  Thank you again for all that you do!  You should also understand that you at home can help 
us help the Iraqis win the fight to bring their country out of chaos.  I ask you to consider this and understand that 
everyone both here and in the U.S. can help things continue to improve in Iraq.  You may be asking yourself “what 
can I do for them from here beyond sending the usual comfort items”?   I will pass on my specific requests shortly, 
but I should first tell you a little about our situation here in the northwestern desert region know as Al-Jaziera .  

Team Mustang lives and operates with our Iraqi Army Battalion on the outskirts of a small city called Bi’aj.  Both 
our battalion and Bi’ajare literally at the end of the road on the northern edge of the western desert region of the 
Ninewah Province that borders Syria.  We are talking sand, rocks, heat and miles of land with very little water.  The 
paved road ends at Bi’ajand after that you must travel on broken trails and sand to reach some of the isolated 
villages in the Jazeera.  On top of Bi’aj’sgeographic isolation, it is the last predominantly Sunni town bordering the 
Kurdish and Yazidi villages to north. (Yazidis are very interesting people, I encourage you to “Google” them) I won’t 
go into great detail about this, but it’s important to understand that Bi’ajand our Battalion are at the end of 
everything: the road, supplies, attention from those in the government that can help them, and an ethno-sectarian 
region of the country.  Additionally, this region is in the middle of a five-year drought and most of the traditional 
agricultural-based parts of the local economy are in ruins.  The situation has been desperate for years.  The 
insurgents prey on this desperation and use intimidation, financial incentives, and propaganda to convince 
segments of the population to passively and actively support their horrible goals.  Over the past few years, many 
people in the Bi’ajregion have had little reason to believe in the idea of a greater Iraq or that the government can 
protect them from the ruthless insurgents.  Our Iraqi Battalion has fought valiantly, paying the cost in blood, to 
defeat the insurgents and secure the area so that things can improve in Bi’ajand the surrounding area.  Their 
dedication and valor is amazing!  The population’s security is the precursor to progress in other areas when 
conducting a counterinsurgency and this has been our joint objective.  

I am pleased to report that there has been remarkable progress in security and a willingness of the people in this 
region to fight for their freedom and the future of their families.  Over the past few months, the insurgents have 
taken a beating thanks to the combined effort of Iraqis and the Coalition!  Now, we have the opportunity to help 
these people take the necessary steps to improve their lives in other areas.  This is where you at home can help.  
(cont. on last page)
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Dawn breaks over a village in the Jazeera desert in western Iraq during a recent BN mission.



ROAD APPLE

Congratulations to this months winner 
of the Road Apple award, team NCOIC 
a{D 5ŀǾƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ άƪŜȅǎέ ǘƻ 
a{D 5ŀǾƛǎΩǎ ǿƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ 
team NCOIC MSG Davis is in charge of 
maintaining the keys to the building that 
we occupy when with our IA 
counterparts.  On more than one 
occasion this month MSG Davis has 
inadvertently forgotten to pack those 
keys, leading to many, many jokes at his 
expense.  He has taken all of them rather 
well, including the ones about his 
advanced age and senility kicking in!  So 
congratulations to MSG Davis this 
months recipient of the Road Apple.  He 
looks forward to passing it along in the 
future.  He can help decide the next 
άƪŜȅέ ǘƻ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΧΧΦ

CURRENT EVENTS  

Graduates of our first Basic Rifle Marksmanship class with our BN.  These jundi qualified with their M-16s to US Army 
standards.

3
112

TRAINING

Over the course of the last month, our 
team has been conducting a Basic Rifle 
Marksmanship course with the NCOs of 
our Iraqi BN.  These skills reinforce those 
that were already taught to them in their 
Iraqi Basic Training.  We have been 
holding them accountable to US 
standards and have been very pleased 
with their success.  If their dedication to 
learning continues along this track than 
we are excited about the future 
successes of this BN!  

Along with the marksmanship training 
we have also been conducting computer 
training with the intelligence section in 
the BN.  We are attempting to help them 
develop more sustainable systems to use 
as most of what they do now is on 
paper.  Bringing them into the 21st

century has proved challenging in some 
ways, but they are definitely enjoying 
the training.    

Arabic Word of the Month:

Jundi ï(june-dee) soldier



MUSTANG 7’s CORNER

I  can do everything through him who gives me strength.

Philippians 4:13 

From Page 1   The people of Bi’ajneed to believe that people actually will help them help themselves.  The way that you 
can help with this is to do the following: 1. Send school supplies like paper, books, pencils, colored pencils, rulers, calculators 
to help the children who literally have had nothing but despair and violence as their teachers over the past few years ; 2. We 
need a school, or schools, to become a sister school the Bi’ajSchools, there are 8 in the Bi’ajarea, to promote good will and 
partnership; 3. We would like to highlight Bi’ajand the fight to reclaim the town and area from the insurgents in any media 
outlet that cares to cover the story; 4. We need a town or city to volunteer to become Bi’aj’ssister city in the United States.

Á The fight in this region is far from over, and there will be setbacks.  The insurgents will do everything and anything to regain
control of the area so that they can use it as a safe-haven and a passage point to move on to other areas.   I can’t go into 
details, but this region has a tremendous impact on the fight in other areas of Iraq.   The insurgents are also experts at 
exploiting failure in the media.  They do this to shape the negative expectations of the population here, encourage their 
followers and demoralize you at home.  It is time we fought back!  We can influence and demoralize the insurgents by 
showing that our resolve is stronger, we care about the citizen’s of an isolated city like Bi’aj, and that progress is happening.  
The best thing about our message is that it is the truth and it is positive.  Thank you for your attention and I apologize for the 
lengthiness of this.  But, this is truly a pivotal time in this fight and we need all the help we can get.

Á Very Respectfully,

Á Major Raymond M. Mattox

Á Our points of contact for your questions and emails are:

Á MAJ Ray Mattox: Raymond.mattox@us.army.mil

Á CPT Pete Rodgers: peter.rodgers@us.army.mil
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Members of our IA BN shooting at the M-16 qualification range that we ran this month.  Members of team 

Mustang are in the back coaching their students.
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